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their hunting tunics, girded in with bead-worked belts;
while the painted Indian tribes add yet another element. It
ought to be written up purely from the military side, by
some one able to appreciate brave deeds by whomsoever
done, and the equal valor displayed by friend and foe."

In another letter to Mr. Matthews, on June 29, 1894, he
says of a volume of essays by a young writer who was win-
ning his way to fame:

"Mr. Blank is entirely wrong in thinking that Shake-
speare, Homer and Milton are not permanent. Of course
they are; and he is entirely in error in thinking that Shake-
speare is not read, in the aggregate, during a term of years,
more than any ephemeral author of the day. Of course
every year there are dozens of novels, each one of which
will have many more readers than Shakespeare will have in
the year; but the readers only stay for about a year or two,
whereas in Shakespeare's case they have lasted, and will
last, quite a time! I think that Mr. Blank's ignorance,
crudity and utter lack of cultivation make him entirely unfit
to understand the effect of the great masters of thought
upon the language and upon literature. Nevertheless, in his
main thought, as you say, he is entirely right. We must
strike out for ourselves; we must work according to our
own ideas, and must free ourselves from the shackles of
conventionality, before we can do anything. As for the lit-
erary center of the country being New York, I personally
never had any patience with the talk of a literary center.
I don't care a rap whether it is New York, Chicago, or any
place else, so long as the work is done. I like or dislike
pieces in the Atlantic Monthly and the Overland Monthly
because of what they contain, not because of one's being
published in San Francisco or the other in Boston. I don't
like Edgar Fawcett any more because he lives in New York,
nor Joel Chandler Harris any the less because he lives at
Atlanta; and I read Mark Twain with just as much delight,
but with no more, whether he resides in Connecticut or in
Missouri."